
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Top right: John Gibson asks, “ Is this my  

name?”  Above, Brad ley and  BA univer- 

sity folks a t the main banquet. At right, 

Peorians a t a  German c ooking sc hool. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

      

 

Partnerstad tfreunde 

30th anniversary trip to Germany a rousing suc c ess 
 
“ It’ s a  good  thing tha t a  p ic ture is 
worth a  thousand  words, bec ause 
words fa il to express the dep th of our 
thanks to the Peoria  Club  and  the City 
of Fried ric hsha fen,”  sa id  FOF President 
Karen Robb . “ We were wined , d ined  
and  trea ted  like roya lty. We a re 
exc ited  about Sep tember’s 
c elebra tions here, but we have a  lot to 
live up  to.”  The photos on these pages 
rec ap  some of the highlights. See more 
on our website. 

“ We are exc ited 

about September’s 

c elebrations here, 

but we have a lot to 

live up to.”  

- Karen Robb  

 

 

In this issue: 

 
•  May trip  photos  
 

•  Message from Peoria ’ s 
Mayor Jim Ard is 

 

•  Youth exc hange c omes 
full c irc le 

 

•  How you c an make a  
persona l friend  from 
Fried ric hshafen 

 
•  Fried ric hshafen bound? 
   We c an help ! 
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The member newsletter of the Friends of Fried ric hsha fen, offic ia l pa rtner of the City of Peoria ’ s Sister City Commission 

 

 

The offic ia l itinera ry from 
Fried ric hsha fen and  the 
extended tour can be 

found  on the FOF website. 

 

Warren and Mary Watkins show 
off the handsome stein a ll FOF 
travelers received as a  
c ommemora tive gift from the City 
of Fried ric hsha fen. City 
employees, a long w ith the Peoria  
Club , put in c ountless hours of 
p lanning and labor to make the 
May celeb ra tions a  suc c ess. 
 

exc hange. Seline a ttended the University of Alabama and  traveled to Peoria  on her Christmas 
b reak. Both Dean and Koehl remark of their hosts, “ The Birks a re so warm and welc oming. They 
made us feel a  pa rt of their family from the moment we walked through the door. They just 
c ouldn’ t do enough for us!”  
 

Ga thered  a round the 
tab le w ith friends … this is 
wha t the Friends of 
Fried ric hsha fen is a ll 
about! From left, Peorians 
Happy Dean and Carla  
Koehl enjoy getting  to 
know their host family 
better. The Birk family, 
from right, a re Elfie, 
Helen, Seline and Alois.  
Both girls saw the sights 
of Peoria  and Illinois 
through the youth  
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Mayor Ardis grateful for opportunity 

Dear Friends of Fried ric hsha fen: 
 
Gruss Gott. 
 
I don’ t know tha t Mimi and  I have c ome bac k to 
earth from our wonderful trip  to Fried ric hsha fen yet. 
Although we had  very high expec ta tions for the visit, 
they were surpassed  by a  la rge amount. As a ll of you 
who have been there before know, our friends in 
Fried ric hsha fen a re so friend ly and  hosp itab le you 
rea lly don’ t want to leave. 
 
From Mayor Buc helmeier and  his wife Frau Sillinger, to 
the Mayor’ s Administra tive Assistant Karin Sec kinger 
and  a ll of the folks we had  the p leasure to meet 
a long the way, the trip  was positively first c lass. 
 
We had  the opportunity to lea rn first hand  the va lue 
of this sister c ity rela tionship . Our business meetings 
and  d isc ussion with Mr. Ernst Susanek, President and  
CEO of Zeppelin, Mr. Peter Gerstmann, President, 
CEO Zeppelin Silos & Systems and  Mr. Uwe Sa lzer, 
President of Rec aro Airc ra ft Sea ting, a ll identified  
a reas of c urrent c ollabora tion as well as opportunities 
for add itiona l c oopera tion and  information 
exc hange. In add ition, our d isc ussions with Gary 
Anderson from Zeppelin University and  Professors 
Spaegle and  Nic kel from BA University, educ a ted  us 
on future opportunities to expand  our student 
exc hanges. Frau Silke Shuster not only took us on a  
beautiful tour of the Isle of Ma inau, but a lso d isc ussed  
her family business, SE Manufac turing. 
 
We a lso spent time a t the Zeppelin Museum and  met 
its d irec tor, Dr. Hermann Dollak.  Wha t a  grand  
lea rning experienc e.  A ride in the world  famous 
Zeppelin was one of the highlights of our short trip . 
Seeing the beautiful German c ountryside from tha t 
vantage point was b rea thtaking. 
 

 June 2006 �  Volume 1, Issue 2 �  Friends of Fried ric hsha fen �  www.peoriasisterc ity.org �
 

 

Top left, Ka rin Sec kinger and  Willi Huster worked  inc red ib ly ha rd  to keep a ll events on 

sc hedule. Midd le: Most of our group seemed  awfully happy a fter a  b rewery tour! Upper 

right: A c ool and  ra iny day d idn’ t dampen our group ’ s sp irits when they toured historic  

Konstanz. Right, The Friends of Fried ric hsha fen p resented  the Peoria  Club with a  framed 

photo of downtown Peoria  highlighted  by spec tac ula r fireworks.  
 

One of our goa ls going forward  has to be to educ a te  
Peorians as to the va lue of our sister c ity rela tionships. 
There is muc h to be lea rned  and  shared .   
 
I tip  my ha t and  thank a ll of those who a ttended  the 
anniversary events in Fried ric hsha fen (who a re too 
numerous to mention here) and  espec ia lly Mayor Dic k 
Carver and  his wife Judy, whose vision made this 
possib le and  whose p resenc e a t the anniversary made it 
extra  spec ia l. Mimi and  I look forward  to rec ip roc a ting 
our German visit when our friends from Fried ric hsha fen 
c ome here in Sep tember. Thanks aga in for a  grea t 
experienc e. 
 
Mayor Jim Ard is 

 

 

Peoria  Mayor Jim Ard is signs the City of Fried ric hsha fen’ s guest book. 
On beha lf of a ll the mayors sinc e Dick Carver (who began the 
pa rtnership ) and a ll Peorians, he wrote tha t he was honored to a ffirm 
the rela tionship , and he thanked  them for their generous hosp ita lity. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

was a  little unsure about it when I 
signed  for more information, but I 
signed  anyways. A c oup le of weeks 
la ter, Mr. Hoad ley c a lled  and  sa id  
they had  someone for me to host, 
her name was Martha .  
 
Martha  and  I ema iled  eac h other 
bac k and  forth a ll summer until she 
got here a t the end  of July. Martha  
and  I got a long very well; she 
bec ame one of my best friends and  
she was only here for three weeks. 
 
Those weeks she was here is an 
experienc e I will never forget! When 
Martha  left to go home I fe lt like I 
was losing someone very important 
to my life, my house just seemed so 
emp ty. But Martha  ema iled  me as 
soon as she got home and  we have 
been ema iling ever sinc e.  
 
I©m leaving this summer to go stay 
with Martha  in Germany and  I 
CAN©T WAIT!!! Martha  and  I have 
a lready been ta lking about wha t 
we a re going to do and  how muc h 

Youth Exc hange experienc e  

c omes full c irc le for two 

 
The Friends of Fried ric hsha fen Youth 
Exc hange Program has many 
advantages over most other 
exc hanges. Foremost of these 
benefits is the opportunity tha t host 
families get to “ adop t”  a  young 
adult into their family, and  have 
their c hild  “ adop ted”  right bac k the 
next year. In this story, you see how 
this c onnec tion has a ffec ted  two 
students. One visited  Peoria  in 2005, 
the other is traveling to 
Fried ric hsha fen this summer. 

Martha Dudzinski, Friedric hshafen 

My journey to Peoria  was rea l fun, 
muc h more than I had  expec ted . 
The Dib lers, the family I stayed  a t, 
were very nic e and  made me enjoy 
the stay inc red ib ly. 
 
During these three weeks in Peoria  I 
was not only ab le to improve my 
English skills, but I lea rned  a  lot 
about the Americ an lifestyle, whic h 
is more d ifferent than I had  thought. 
Besides a ll these "typ ic a l" Americ an 
things like baseba ll games, junk 
food  and  so on, we saw things we 
d idn’ t know before. For example, 
we visited  the "Ca terp illa r" fac tory 
where we learned  a  lot about 
build ing mac hines. The d ifferent 
ac tivities whic h were offered  by the 
FOF were a  lot of fun, e.g . the 
daytrip  to Chic ago and  the 
"Limousine Sc avenger Hunt" where 
we were sp lit in groups whic h had  
their "own" limousine to d rive a round  
Peoria , rec ognize slogans and  
c ollec t p roduc ts of those sloganś  
firms. 
 
The trip  was rea lly exc iting, but like 
everything you enjoy, too short to 
me. I c annot wait for my exc hange 
partner to c ome over to Germany 
this summer. 

Britney Dibler, Peoria  

The summer of 2005 was a  life 
c hanging experienc e. I hosted  an 
exc hange student from Germany. 
When Mr. Hoad ley c ame to  my high 
sc hool ta lking about the p rogram I 
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we need  to see eac h other. 
Martha  d idn©t just bec ome my 
friend , she is like a  sister to me. I 
know tha t she will be an 
important person to me for the 
rest of my life! 
 

Students set to go 

Fifteen students from Peoria , 
Washington, Brimfield , Morton, 
Dunlap  and  Eureka  will visit 
Fried ric hsha fen from July 24 to 
August 14. They, like Martha  
and  Britney, will be making 
friendships and  enjoying an 
experienc e tha t will c rea te 
memories for a  lifetime. 

Any teens interested  in future 
exc hanges, should  visit our 
website or c a ll Eric  & Theresa  
Hoad ley a t 266-6820. 
App lic a tions for the next 
exc hange a re ac c ep ted  a t 
any time! 

 

 

Fried ric hsha fen student Martha Dudzinski (left) and  Peorian Britney 
Dib ler embrace in the Dib ler home during  the 2005 youth exc hange. 
The lifelong interna tiona l friendship  they’ ve formed is a  regular 
outc ome of our p rogram. Miss Dudzinski hopes to a ttend an a rea  high 
sc hool next yea r; if you know of a  possib le host family, c a ll 266-6820.  
 



 

 Friends of Friedric hshafen 

Calendar Highlights  

 
JUNE 22 
Youth Exc hange d inner 
East Peoria  Avanti’ s  

 

JULY 24 – AUGUST 14 
 Youth Exc hange trip  to Fried ric hshafen 
 

SEPTEMBER 20 - 24 
Fried ric hshafen guests visit Peoria  for 
rec ip roc a l 30th anniversary c elebrations 

 

 

We need your support 

 
Look at the address label on the 
newsletter envelope. The month and  
year noted  in the top  right c orner shows 
when your membership  d id , or will, 
exp ire. If you see “ 00/ 00,”  tha t means 
you a re not c urrently a  member … but 
a re highly enc ouraged  to bec ome one! 

 Please c omplete and  return the 
enc losed  form. In this anniversary year, 
our expenses will be far higher than in 
other years. Your support is c rit ic a l, and  
greatly apprec ia ted . 

Can you help  us find  our friends? 
Rec ently, FOF volunteers have been 
a ttemp ting to c ontac t ALL former youth 
exc hange students and  host families. If 
we c an get in touc h with enough, we’d  
love to hold  a  Youth Exc hange Reunion 
Rec ep tion during the anniversary 
c elebra tions this fa ll! 

Enc losed  with this newsletter, you will find  
a  list of students and  host families we 
have been unab le to reac h. If you have 
c ontac t information, or have c lues as to 
where we c an find  it, p lease send  it to 
youthexc hange@peoriasisterc ity.org, or 
c a ll our Youth Exc hange Coord ina tors, 
Eric  & Theresa  Hoad ley a t (309) 266-6820. 

We’d  love to hear from everyone, even if 
you (or they) would  be unab le to a ttend  
the reunion. 

Youth Exc hange seeks 
c ontac t information 
 

      
Friends of 

Friedric hshafen 

Contac t Information 

 
 

 

 

Mailing address: 

Friends of Fried ric hshafen 
8124 N. Blac kbridge Road  
Edwards, IL  61528-9625 

 
FOF phone: 

(309) 691-5754 
 

E-Mail: 

 info@peoriasisterc ity.org 
 

Web Site: 

www.peoriasisterc ity.org 

 llinder@aol.com 
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Want to make a friend from Friedrichshafen? We need hosts for adults and teens. 
 Our friends from Germany will be here for 
only a  short while in Sep tember.  Adults 
will be here 9/ 20 – 24; teens will be here 
9/ 21-23. Some will need  host families. 
Some will simp ly be looking for someone 
to show them around  or meet for lunc h 
or d inner. App ly now and  get involved ! 

Current FOF members get the first 
c hanc e to meet and / or host. If 
interested , c omp lete and  return the form 
a t right. Until we know who is c oming, we 
c annot guarantee a  fit for you. But let us 
know NOW and  we’ ll do our best!  

Going to Friedric hshafen? 
 If you a re traveling to our sister c ity, or 
a re seeking to make c onnec tions there, 
p lease work through us. Like Peoria , 
Fried ric hsha fen has only so many 
resourc es, and  unregula ted  requests 
upon them are taxing. But if our sister c ity 
c ontac ts a re well managed  (via  FOF 
and  the Peoria  Club), we avoid  
dup lic a te requests and  resourc es a re 
best utilized . We only want to help  you 
make the most of your experienc e! 

I /  We would LOVE to make Friends from Friedric hshafen! 

Name  ___________________________________________________________________ 

Add ress  __________________________________________________________________ 

Phone  ___________________  Email _____________________________________ 

Interests (c hec k a ll tha t app ly):  Adult sing le ___   Adult c oup le ___  Teen ___ 

Host?  Yes  ___   No, but c an meet for:  Lunc h  ___   Dinner  ___   

Smoking a llowed?  Yes ___   No ___   German spoken in home? Yes ___  No ___    

Oc c upa tions/ Interests: __________________________________________________ 

Send  to: Roger & Ruth Martin /  430 W. Ra intree Road  /  Dunlap  61525 
Or c a ll: (309) 243-1620 with the above information 

 

Promoting friendship 

and understanding 

between Peoria and 

Friedric hshafen 


