Partnerstadtfreunde

The membernewsdetter of the Fiendsof Riedrichshafen, official partner of the City of Peoria’s Sister City Commission

Gathered around the
table with friends ... thisis
what the Riendsof
Fiedrichshafen isall
about! Fom left, Peorians
Happy Dean and Carla
Koehl enjoy getting to
know their host family
better. The Birk family,
from right, are Hfie,
Helen, Sline and Alois.
Both girlssaw the sights
of Peoria and lllinois
through the youth

exchange. Sline attended the University of Alabama and traveled to Peoria on her Chrissmas
break. Both Dean and Koehl remark of their hosts, “The Birksare so warm and welcoming. They
made usfeela part of their family from the moment we walked through the door. They just

couldn’t do enough forug!”

30t anniversary trip to Germany a rousing success

“It'sa good thing that a picture is
worth a thousand words, because
wordsfailto expressthe depth of our
thanksto the Peoria Club and the City
of Aiedrichshafen,” said FOF President
Karen Robb. “We were wined, dined
and treated like royalty. We are
excited about September's
celebrationshere, but we have a lot to
live up to.” The photoson these pages
recap some of the highlights. See more
on ourwebsite.

Top right: John Gibson asks, “Isthismy
name?” Above, Bradley and BA
universty folksat the main banquet.
Atright,Peoriansat a German
cooking school

The official itinerary from
Friedrichshafen and the
extended tour can be

found on the FOFwebsite.
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“We are excited
about September's
celebrations here,
but we have a lot to

live up to.”

- Karen Robb

Warren and Mary Watkins show
off the handsome stein all FOF
travelersreceived asa
commemorative gift from the City
of Fiedrichshafen. City
employees, along with the Peoria
Club, putin countlesshoursof
planning and laborto make the
May celebrationsa success.
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Top left, Karin Seckinger and Willi Huster worked incredibly hard to keep all eventson
schedule. Middle: Most of ourgroup seemed awfully happy aftera brewery tour! Upper

right: A cooland rainy day didn’t dampen our group’sspiritswhen they toured historic
Konstanz. Right, The Fiendsof Fiedrichshafen presented the Peoria Club with a framed

photo of downtown Peoria highlighted by spectacular fireworks.

Mayor Ardis grateful for opportunity
Dear FHiendsof Fiedrichshafen:
Gruss Gott.

Idon’t know that Mimiand I have come backto
earth from our wonderful trip to Fiedrichshafen yet.
Although we had very high expectationsfor the vist,
they were surpassed by a large amount. Asall of you
who have been there before know, our friendsin
Fiedrichshafen are so friendly and hospitable you
really don’t want to leave.

From Mayor Buchelmeier and hiswife Frau Sllinger, to
the Mayor's Administrative Assistant Karin Seckinger
and all of the folkswe had the pleasure to meet
along the way, the trip waspositively first class.

We had the opportunity to learn first hand the value
of thissister city relationship. Our busnessmeetings
and discussion with Mr. BErnst Susanek, President and
CEO of Zeppelin, Mr. Peter Gerstmann, President,
CEO Zeppelin Slos& Systemsand Mr. Uwe Salzer,
Presdent of Recaro Aircraft Seating, all identified
areasof current collaboration aswellasopportunities
foradditional cooperation and information
exchange. In addition, our discussonswith Gary
Anderson from Zeppelin University and Professors
Saegle and Nickel from BA Universty, educated us
on future opportunitiesto expand our student
exchanges. Fau Slke Shuster not only took uson a
beautiful tour of the Ide of Mainau, but also discussed
her family business, SE Manufacturing.

We also spent time at the Zeppelin Museum and met
itsdirector, Dr. Hermann Dollak. What a grand
learning experience. Aride in the world famous
Zeppelin wasone of the highlightsof our short trip.
Seeing the beautiful German countryside from that
vantage point wasbreathtaking.

June 2006

One of ourgoalsgoing forward hasto be to educate
Peoriansasto the value of our sister city relationships.
There ismuch to be learned and shared.

Itip my hat and thank all of those who attended the
anniversary eventsin Riedrichshafen (who are too
numerousto mention here) and especially Mayor Dick
Carver and hiswife Judy, whose vison made this
possble and whose presence at the anniversary made it
extra special. Mimiand I look forward to reciprocating
our German vist when our friendsfrom Fiedrichshafen
come here in September. Thanksagain fora great
experience.

Mavor Jim Ardis

Peoria Mayor Jim Ardissignsthe City of Fiedrichshafen’sguest book.
On behalf of allthe mayorssince Dick Carver (who began the
partnership) and all Peorians, he wrote that he washonored to affirm
the relationship, and he thanked them for theirgeneroushospitality.
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Youth Exchange experience

comesfull circle for two

The Fiendsof Fiedrichshafen Youth
Exchange Program hasmany
advantagesover most other
exchanges. Foremost of these
benefitsisthe opportunity that host
familiesget to “adopt” a young
adult into their family, and have
their child “adopted” right back the
next year. In thisstory, you see how
thisconnection hasaffected two
students. One visited Peoria in 2005,
the otheristraveling to
Fiedrichshafen thissummer.

Martha Dudzinski, Fiedrichshafen

My journey to Peoria wasreal fun,
much more than I had expected.
The Diblers, the family | stayed at,
were very nice and made me enjoy
the stay incredibly.

During these three weeksin Peoria |
wasnot only able to improve my
English skills, but I learned a lot
about the American lifestyle, which
ismore different than I had thought.
Besdesall these "typical" American
thingslike baseball games, junk
food and so on, we saw thingswe
didn’'t know before. Forexample,
we vigted the "Caterpillar' factory
where we learned a lot about
building machines. The different
activitieswhich were offered by the
FOFwere a lot of fun, e.g. the
daytrip to Chicago and the
"Limousine Scavenger Hunt"where
we were split in groupswhich had
their "own" limousine to drive around
Peoria, recognize sogansand
collect productsof those sogans’
firms.

The trip wasreally exciting, but like
everything you enjoy, too short to
me. |l cannot wait formy exchange
partnerto come overto Germany
thissummer.

Britney Dibler, Peoria

The summer of 2005 wasa life
changing experience. lhosted an
exchange student from Germany.
When Mr. Hoadley came to my high
schooltalking about the program |

Fiedrichshafen student Martha Dudznski (left) and Peorian Britney
Diblerembrace in the Diblerhome during the 2005 youth exchange.
The lifelong intemational friendship they’'ve formed isa regular
outcome of ourprogram. MissDudzinski hopesto attend an area high
school next year; if you know of a possible host family, call 266-6820.

wasa little unsure about it when |
signed for more information, but |
signed anyways. A couple of weeks
later, Mr. Hoadley called and said
they had someone forme to host,
hername wasMartha.

Martha and lemailed each other
back and forth all summer until she
got here at the end of July. Martha
and I got along very well; she
became one of my best friendsand
she wasonly here forthree weeks.

Those weeksshe washere isan
experience lwillneverforget! When
Martha left to go home Ifelt like |
waslosing someone very important
to my life, my house just seemed so
empty. But Martha emailed me as
soon asshe got home and we have
been emailing eversince.

I@n leaving thissummerto go stay
with Martha in Germany and |
CAN@WAIT!! Martha and | have
already been talking about what
we are going to do and how much

we need to see each other.
Martha didn®just become my
friend, she islike a sisterto me. |
know that she willbe an
important person to me for the
rest of my life!

Sudentssetto go

FHfteen studentsfrom Peoria,
Washington, Brimfield, Morton,
Dunlap and Eureka will visit
Friedrichshafen from July 24 to
August 14. They, like Martha
and Britney, willbe making
friendshipsand enjoying an
experience that willcreate
memoriesfor a lifetime.

Any teensinterested in future
exchanges, should vist our
websdte orcall Eic & Theresa
Hoadley at 266-6820.
Applicationsforthe next
exchange are accepted at
any time!
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Fiends of
Fiedrichshafen

Contact Information

Mailing address:

Friends of Fiedrichshafen
8124 N. Blackbridge Road
Edwards, IL 61528-9625

FOFphone:
(309) 691-5754

Youth Exchange seeks

ends of Hiedrichshafe

contact information

Can you help usfind our friends?

Recently, FOFvolunteershave been

attempting to contact ALL former youth uth Bxc nn

exchange studentsand host families. If st Peoria Avat

we can getin touch with enough, we’d

love to hold a Youth Exchange Reunion

Reception during the anniversary JULY 24 - AUGU

celebrationsthisfalll 0 Exchange trip Iric h

Enclosed with thisnewsdletter, you will find

a list of studentsand host familieswe A1BER

have been unable to reach. If you have
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contact information, or have cluesasto reciprocal 30" anniversary celebratio

where we can find it, please send it to

youthexchange @peoriasstercity.org, or

call our Youth Exchange Coordinators,

Eric & Theresa Hoadley at (309) 266-6820.

 VieAk e n
=izl We'd love to hear from everyone, even if
info@peoriasistercity.org you (orthey) would be unable to attend
the reunion. Look at the addresslabelon the
newslett velope a
Web Ste: in the top r<ho
www.peoriassercity.org Going to FHiedrichshafen? wh p rwill,
If you are traveling to our siger city, or expiie I yol xe l 0 hat mea
are seeking to make connectionsthere, you ame 1l urrently il membe
please work through us. Like Peoria, are high courage e
Promoting friendship Fiedrichshafen hasonly so many Please complete a aturn the
. resources, and unregulated requests f
and understanding S, .g : q . . e se m. Inthisanniversary yea
upon them are taxing. But if our sster city enseswillbe farhigherthan in
between Peoria and contactsare well managed (via FOF ery Your yrt iscritical, a
. . and the Peoria Club), we avoid i
Friedrichshafen . ) greally appreciale
duplicate requestsand resourcesare
best utilized. We only want to help you
make the most of your experience!

Want to make a friend from Fiedrichshafen? We need hosts for adults and teens.

Our friendsfrom Germany willbe here for
only a short while in September. Adults
willbe here 9/20 —24; teenswillbe here
9/21-23. Some willneed hos families.
Some willsmply be looking for someone
to show them around or meet for lunch
ordinner. Apply now and get involved!

Current FOFmembersget the first
chance to meet and/orhost. If
interested, complete and return the form
at right. Until we know who iscoming, we
cannot guarantee a fit for you. But let us
know NOW and we’lldo ourbest!

I/ We would LOVEto make Fiends from Fiedrichshafen!

Name

Address

Phone Emalil

Interests(check allthat apply): Adultsingle __ Adultcouple __ Teen ___
Host? Yes __ No, butcan meetfor: Lunch ___ Dinner ____

Snoking allowed? Yes__ No __ German spokeninhome? Yes___ No

OccupationdInterests:

Send to: Roger & Ruth Martin / 430 W. Raintree Road / Dunlap 61525
Or call: (309) 243-1620 with the above information
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